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city in western Europe, 'the wonder and admiration of the
world'; it contained 70 libraries and 900 public baths.
Hellenistic culture was the common possession which
after tfie conquest by the Arabs of Syria and Egypt could
draw together Byzantium and the Caliphate. In the monas-
teries of Syria humble monks wTere assiduously translating
the works not only of religious but also of secular literature.
Among philosophers Aristotle held pride of place; among
medical writers Hippocrates and Galen. The Nestorians,
persecuted by the Byzantine Government and condemned at
the Third Oecumenical Council in 43i, found shelter in
Sassanid Persia and brought with them the learning of the
Greeks. Under the Abbasids many scholars set to work on
translations from the Greek and on the search for new
manuscripts. Particular attention was devoted to the transla-
tion of philosophical, mathematical, and medical works.
When in the eighth century the Iconoclast movement
triumphed in Byzantium, one of the most ardent defenders of
the icons, John of Damascus, was living under the Caliphate.
Although, as good authorities assert, the Ummayad Caliph
Yazid II (720—4)3 the contemporary of the Emperor Leo III
(717-41), three years before the date of Leo's edict had
issued a decree by which he ordered the destruction of all
images in the churches of his Christian subjects, yet John of
Damascus was not hampered in his literary work. Among
his numerous writings in the fields of dogma, polemics,
history, philosophy, oratory, and poetry, his three famous
treatises Against Those Who Depredate Holy Images were
written under the Caliphate, and became the best weapon of
Byzantine defenders of the icons,
. Religious tolerance was not a particular trait of the
Byzantine system. From the period of Constantine the
Great when for the first time Christianity was proclaimed
legal, the history of Byzantium affords many striking examples
of religious intolerance. Any deviations from the religious
credo of the ruling Emperors were outlawed by the Emperors
or condemned by the Councils, so that many sects and
doctrines which appeared during the Middle Ages within
the Christian Church and were important not only reli-
giously but also politically were persecuted and forbidden;

